HJiMOrUlNDljM FOR: Chief of Operations, DD/F 



JUN 1710F 



SUBJECT ; Project AEROOT (Renewal) 



1. The attached project originating in the SR Division is 
herewith presented for your approval for the period 1 March 19 'j‘i ^ 
through 29 February 1956 with authorization bo obligate C. U from 
the DD/F-SR Division budget for the current fiscal year and for the 
1956 fiscal year, assrming that funds will ti.en be available to 
carrj'' the project through the remainder of the approval period. 

2. There is attached a memoranduni prepared by Ilans Staff 
summarizing the iraportant factors involved and stating the recom- 
mendations of the FI Staff, 

3* I recon'jfiend approval of AIIROOT as presented, 

DECLASSIF I ED AND RELEASED BY 
CENTRAL INTELLI6EHCE AGENCY 
SOURCESMETHODSEXEMPT IDN HU 
NAZI WAR CRIMESDISCLQSURI AC! 

DATE 2007 



Approved: ( 

COP-RD/i 






r 




16 June 1955 



HMORAirQUI'! FOR; GMef of Foreign Intelligence 
SUBJECT : Project AEROOT (Renewal) 



1. PURF'OSS ; Throiigh illegal infiltration of agents into Estonia, 
to establisli resident nets capable of procuring operational 
and positive intelligence on priority targets within the area 
(see attachment for list of targets). The illegal agents mil 
also recruit nuclei', for the formation of unconventional warfare 
nets at the advent of a hot vrar situation, 

2. FEISONrJEL ; 

a. ACTIVE iimS0i}R.5L: 

(1) AEROOTA, nr (formerly .iEJONnL.KuR/2 

and AEHIKRpy2)^ is a 33 year old Estonian DF. He is 
in excellent piiysical condition. He has a speaking 
knowledge oi eight languages. He is principally 
motivated b: a desire to liberate his homeland but 
considers a satisfactoiy contract important as evidence 
of ii.S. recognition of the risks he will take in our 
behalf. Agent fought with the Germans i.n vtJ II defending 
Estonian territory. Vihen the Biissians overran Estonia 
he escaped to Finland and joined the 'Finnish Eavj-. he 
was recruited by the Swedes in 1932 for infil-rration 
into Estonia under the dlien 

this mission vras cancelled^ he vjas recruited by GTA 
and transferred to Germany. After a most favorable 
assessment he vias then traineul in the ‘^.S. and dispatcijed 
on a black reconnaissance riiission into the iSSR. i/hen 
this rriission failed because of .Nornvegian I.S. lack of 
cooperation t: e agent was returned to the U.S. and 
• transferred to /UiROOT in T3ecember 195U* Agent hias a 
Hqs* contract. 




/> 



/ / / 



(2) AEROOT/3 Cl 13 is a young Estonian 

who escaped to Sweden in Noveinber 19U9* He held various 
jobs in Sweden until he signed on an Estonian ship under 
Swedish flag in 1951* In 1952 he jumped ship in Canada, 
where he vjorked as a forester# In 1953 he vjas deported 
back to Sweden# In July 1953 he was contacted and kept 
on stand-by until further notice by CJA*s REDSOX 
recruiter in Sweden# He was brought to the U*S. under 
AEROOT in -^pril 1955* He is principally motivated hv 
the desire to help his friends and relatives escape 
from vjhat he considers is a cruel Soviet regime in 
Estonia# He also anticipates rehabilitation in the 
U.S. and a bonus upon the compietion of a successful 
mission# A contract covering him awaits approval of 
this project# 

b# INACTIVE AHD TRANSFERRED FERSOiWEL: 

(1) AELUNG, AEMOTS, AE?AIi':i,. and AESKIP v/ere all terminated 
or transferred in 1953* AELUNG and AENOTE, as 130B 
instructors, are still used to instruct AEROOT agents# 

(2) AESTi®, a high-level i/A ty|.^e with influential Estonian 
contacts in the t.S., was originally used as a bhS#""'""^ 
spotter for AEROOT# Since recruitraent of REDSOX agents 
in the b.S* is nov; restricted, AESTEb was transferred, 
in Ai:-ril 1955, to AE BASIN, a PP project# 

(3) AEROOT/1 after his dispatch into Estonia (see HISTORY 
below) was killed resisting the RTS forces in the 
summer of 195U* Provision for paynent of death benefits 
to his heirs is included in the project budget# 

(a) AEROOT/2 X'/ho vras dispatched v/ith AEROOT/I is now before 

a Soviet Military Tribunal. Since his execution is almost 
certain, funds for payment of h.ie salary until death and 
for ]:ayment of death benefits to his heirs have been 



included 


in the project 




idget. 




l^/VST APPRO^MLS; 


Action 


Officer 




r e r iod Author! zed 


Ex'beasion ( A !'!; BAS I? 


0 C/FI 


J. 


0ct-b2— 28 Feb 53 


r 1 


jSxtens ion (AF. BASII’ 


0 C/FI 


1 


; ar 53 — 31 Fay 53 




lie ne vjal ( A T:; IAS I • ■' ) 


W '1 


:i 


Jun 53— 2o Feb 5U 




Renewal ilKROOT) 


C/i>s/D:ij/F 


1 


i- ay 5U— 23 Feb 55 


__ j 



Amendment CyPi (to autiiori.:.:e Z^^x^rite off on 

foreign currency) 



U» HISTORY : Spotting and recraiting for the pi'oject v;hich is novj 

AEIiOOT vjas originally undertaken in Sweden under LGHOMELY. In 
1952 when the agents so recruited declined to undertake their 
missions, it ^^as decided that all future recruitment for these 
purposes wo'uld te conducted in the U.S. This search, however, 
vjas fruitless because of the many restrictions imposed and it 
was decided to reexf>lore the Estonian emigre pool in Sweden. 

In December 19^2, the principal REDSOX agent in Stockholm 
initiated a plan, which eliminated the LCHOMEL7 mistakes, and 
vras siuccessful to the extent that five agents were recruited. , 
AEROOT/I and AEROOT/2 completed t'neir training and were 
infiltrated by air into Estonia in early May i95U» As noted 
above, /vER 00T/1 vras killed and AEROOT/2 captured shortly after 
dispatch. AEROOT/2 was played back by the RjB as if clean but 
on lU January 195 his capture and turnover to the Military 
Tribunal vras publicized. AEROOT/3 und AEROOT/U are now on 
board. In Hovember 195U, AEROOT/U began Russian language 
training in the l.S. This vras followed by an intensive area 
briefing. He vrill join AEROOT/3 in the training area about 
1 August 1955 for long distance canoeing, svriipming, balloon, 
and clandestine ops. training. It is exioected that the agents 
will be infiltrated into Estonia in ti.e early spring of 1956. 
iiie first choice for a methoil of infiltration will be' balloon, 
the second canoe or other water craft, s/v! or U/T sys'tems vri.ll 
be set up for tiie agents' communications support. Ro communi- 
cations support owuei' tnan that already existing vn'ill be required. 



5* EVAf; ATION ; Mo intelligence reports have yet been produced b;/" 
this project. 

6. ACTION RBquESTSD : Renevjal for the j'leriod 1 March 1955 'through 

. 29 Eebruarj'’ 195^ 'witli autiiorization to obligate C. 3 from 
the DD/I-SF. Division. 



-L-reakdown: Compensation AERri)T/2 (u months) 

AEllOOT/3 

A:ii:R00T/J4 

'[’ravel for agents a'ad C/Os 
i"urcl':ase of information 
i'urchase of operational currency 
'Death tenef j.tuS for and 2 

'(>-.:a:lning expenses outside of agency 
facilities 

A^'ents* medical and hospitalization 
eases 

I urchase of supplies and equipment 
Entertainment and miscellaneous 
Support for agent personnel overseas 



©l>Ii.OO 

3,275 

3 , 27 ,^ 



1 



- 3 - 



'w* 






0 




Mote: (l) Accounting Irf agent* s receipts at the time of infil- 

tration v 7:L11 coastitute a write-off for foreign 
currency in the amount of 

( 2 ) Agents will be paid fli80 per month, K-inus federal income 
tax vjhile under contract* hovrever, vyhen the agents are 
undergoing training at OLi facilities with housing, 
food, and maintenance being provided, they will be 
paid $1^0 a month plus federal income tax* 

Comraitments : Agents contracts cover all coriniitments except the. 

promise to both agents to provide rehabilitation and 
permanent residence in the u.3, after the completion of 
ttieir mission, 'ihe contracts include ::;'10,000 death 
benefits, bonus after the completion of their 

rtiission, and for hospitalization and medical expenses 

7. STAF? COMM] 5N IS: 



a. Fl/Ops stipulates that approval be subject to Fl/ops review 
of the specific operational plan when corrpleted. 

b. Cl/OA stipulates that approval be subject to that staff's receipt 

from the SR Division of a memorandura covering the following 
subjects: (l) An analysis oT the reasons for the abortive . drop 

of hay 195U and listing ox raeasures to be talcen to avoid rec'ar- 
rence of these in the 19>6 drop. (2) An aiuilysis of wijat OJA assets 
in Germany, Sweden, and elsewi:ere viere coinpromised by AEI^-OOT/2 ' s 
capture. (3) An account of measures i-hicii have been talcen to pre- 
serve the securitv of the project if it continues^. 

c. Rel'/RE strongly recojmp.ends that the ar ent be thoro-uglily briefed 
for the purpose of guiding ivln in ti;e selection of resident agents. 

That staff, with appropriahe customer agencies, wd.ll determine the 
valid! t 3 '' of the intelligence targets na.-ed in this project and 
apprise the case officer of the results in time for the agent briefing. 

d. Fl/.;lans/irojects requests that Air-narlt Lme Division concurrence, 
indicated by appropriate signatures, te included xn the next renewal 
if it is still planned to use balloons for infiltration of the agents. 



Concur, subject to 
aljove stipulations: 





MAY 1 9 19SS 



Date 



Review of Project AEROOT Area SR /E^stopla (Hqtal7 



!• Prodactlen 

As this project has not been successful to date in establishing 
agents in the area of operations^ no positive intelligence has been 
produced* 



2* Reqvdjreiaents 

During the next year this project will prinarily be ooncezned 
with developing operational capabilities In Estonia and with the establirtiing 
of a eosBmunications system* Positive Intelligence will be produced only 
as an adjunct to the primaxy effort* Targets on file are largely con- 
centrated around the port city of Tallinn and Include requests for infer* 
nation on the airport* for port details and for continuous reporting on 
troop and supply buildups* It is also anticipated that additional guidance 
for the collection of positive intelligence will be furnished after oper- 
ational assets have been developed* This guidance can then be tailored to 
the capabilities which are known to exist* 

3* Comments and Recommendations 

a* In view of the possibility of the development of assets 
which could produce positive intelligence in Estonia and its contiguous 
area* it is recommended that this project be renewed* 

b* It is strongly urged that the agent be thoroughly briefed 
for the purpose of guiding him in the selection of resident agents* 

RQM will review with appropriate custosier agencies the intelligence tar- 
gets described in paragraph 6 of the Project Outline to determine their 
validity as priority targets* The ease officer will be apprised of this 
review sufficiently in advance of the agents departure to permit an 
up-to-date briefing* 





